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CRITICAL POSITION OF THE FRENCH ARMY.
THE CROWN PRINCE MARCHING ON CHALONS—
BAZAINE MUST CUT HIS WAY OUT OF
METZ OB CAPITULATE.
Lowpox, Friday, Ang. 19, 1890
A dispatch from Berlin states that the French
armies were separated at Mars la Tour, and
the main army at Metz checked by the first
and second armies of Prussia, The Crown
Prinee with three army corps is now marching
to attack Frossard at Chilons. The dispatch
pdds that Marshal Basaine must eut his way
through the German armies of Prinee Fred-
erick Charlea and Gen, Steinmetz, or his
Army of the Rhine will be forced to capitu-

lute.

—————

THE LATFST FROM THE FRONT.
PIGHTING ALL DAY ON THURSDAY—THE FRENCH
MAVE CONFIDENCE OF VICTORY.

Loxpox, Friday, Aug. 19, 1870,

The following ie the lntest from the seat of war:
* There was fighting all day on Thorsday at Murs
la Tour. The latest French dispatches are full of

expressions of confidence of viotory.”
—tl—

THE EMPEROR SAID TO BE A MONOMANIAC.
HE CHARGES THE FRENCH DISASTER TO TREASON.
LoxpoN, Friday, Aug. 18, 1670

Telegrams received here to-day from Brussels re-
port the Emperor quite ill with symploms of intense
perehral excitement.  He is gaid to charge his rusad-
ventures to treason, This story is forwarded as one
of the rumers of the war, but is generally discredited

here.
e ———

SUNDAY'R BATTLE AT METZ.

A TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT WITNESSES THE EN-
GAGEMENT—A SUCCESSFUL TERAP SET FOR
THE FPRUSSIANS—GHREAT LOSSES ON BOTH
BIDEE—THE FORCES ENGAGED—RETREAT OF
THE FREKCIL

|E¥ TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE]
Loxpox, Friday, Aug. 19, 1870,
The epecial correspondent of T TrRmUNE at

Metz writes on Monday [15th): “Yesterday we thonght

oursclves shut up here, and all chance of sending

Jetters gone! for we get nothing, even from Paris.

But this morning 1 bear that a post will start for the

eapital, and 1 take my chance of yonr getting what

I sm able to tell from the inside of a town which is

purrounded by armies—whether French or Prussian

does not much matter so far as news is concerned.

“ At 11 o’clock on Sunday Bazaine eflected a grand
reconnoissance with one division of Ladwirsult’s
corpa. At2a batile commenced an the right at Bor-
ney. Till4o'clock it wae of no great importance.
Then, the Fourth Army Corpe, forming the first line
of battle, accomplished b mAnruver intended to de-
ceive the Prussians into the belief that it wos re-
treating, This was accomplished by 4:15, The Prus-
sians fell into the trap, rushed forward and attacked
with surprixing vigor. The Fourth Corps, whose re-
treat to the left was a mere feint, fell at onee on the
enemy’s flank, while MacMahon on the right attacked
wmultaneonsly. The Prussian attack meantime had
been developed in great force on the French center.

“ The movements on both sides were effected with
singular precision, and the whole spectacle was like a
review at Chdlons. The Prussians ad vanced in close
column agninst the French line, which their artillery,
splendidly served as it was, had vainly attempted
%o shake. The French ofticers consider that the
Prussian infantry was relatively inferior to the Prus-
man artillery.  The needle-gun is heavy and appears
0 incommode the Prossians grostly when climbing
& hight or moviug rapidly over broken ground. The
soldiers, themselves, are active. They fire lying
flat on the grouud, seeking cover from every irreguo-
Jarity ; but do not use their knapeacks as the French
do to make little ramparts in front of them and rests
for their gons. It is troe of this, as has becen sald of
the other battles of Worth sud Forbach, that the

Promians fired with great deliberation, while the |
French rattled away e fast s they could dischurge

thieir ohawseots.

“ The regiments most closely engaged were the
@0th, 0th, #4th, Goth, Koth, 35, Hth, tth, and 85th
of the line: the 11th and 15th foot chasseurs; and
the 8th, $th, and 10th batteries of the first regiment
of artilery, Those which suffered most were the
441 and 90th of the line, and the 15th foot chas-
seurs. The #4th espocially was terribly shattered,
while the 85th, though in the thickest of the action,
Jost but 3 men killed and wounded. The Colonel of
the #4th wae killed: the Colonel of the dd horse
chasseurs and Gens. Duplessis and Castamer were
wonnded.

“Ar it is impossible to leave the town, and this
sction was fought, or &t any rate begun, at some dis-
tance ontside the fortifications, 1 cannot pretend to
give you the account of an eye-witness, nor & com-
plete account at all. The above details are chiefly
gathered from offiecrs coming into town after the

fight was over, At the beginning 1 followed a troop
of bussars as fur as permitted, and what I saw of the
fight was from a hillock close by the walls, Pre-
vionsly, I wae seated in o café with some officers of
the bussar regiment. A staff officer came to sum-
mon the regiment ; in five mitmtes it was in motion,

:1 halted at firgt at the hillock shove-mentioned.

Ju & wodden signal it went tearing away to the

::':L lu  wement more the artillery on both sides

preen covered the entire valley of the river, as well a8

: whole visible works in frout and the gronnd be-

yond, with a thick clond of smoke. There wis no-
u‘n‘mdn b““’“wmmumu.

By i o'clock i the eveming s bulletin was
placarded in the sreets saying *The firing is nearly
over. The Prosian Yines extended three leagues.
Ground is gained in every direction.’ It does not
say by whow the round was gained. Officers who
caine back m.“ from the field maintained that vie-
tory rested with the French; that the Prussians had
been out-genersled and ot heavily, while the
French wiw eomparatively little exposed, Hut a
Prussian officer who hsd been tak "

e ween taken prisoner and
who ‘cage into & oufé on parole with s French
uiliceg told & different story, 8id be, * You wluiik
better surrender abt discretion. We wre more tl

100,000 strong.  You will be crushed. Aw to the

wores, Henoo I can give you only such particolers
sa are eollected in the ways I have mentioned. 424
Frenchman, I believe in the muocess of French arms ; but
I bnow not why the advanced columns have withdrawn
again under the walls of the forirese,
“This morning, Monday, there were reports of
heavy artillery toward Thionville; but all is agamn
quiet. We only know that Sunday's conflict was
not decisive, and that another bastle is imminent.
The troops are never at rest, Maneuvers in one
direction or another are going on constantly. Orders
have just becn issued thatno civilian shall leave the
city on any pretext, r
“Two shota from Fort St. Quentin have just
demolished the head of the Thionville railway
bridge at Metz station. I am told that it was done
‘to ent off & detachment of 500 Prussians encamped at
Montigny, who attempted io cross the Moselle and
were peen from the fort. Montigny is & mile and s
quarter distant from Mets. At 7 this morning two
Prussian cuirassiers entered that town; they were
followed by four others. Breakfast was served to
the six, and paid for. They promenaded the town
till 8 o’clock, and then withdrew, not only unmo-
leated by anybody, but carrying off two prisoners—a
8t. Cyr pupil and one orderly. This will give you
some idea of the dash and boldness of the Prussian
cavalry.

“ Last night we thonght we heard the Prussians

shouting victory, notwithstanding the defeat we

believe they suffered. But it soems some of their
regiments sing hymns nightly, with accompani.
meats from their military bands—a ecustom they
have preserved from the battle of Leuthen, where
they advanced to the charge singing Luther's hymn.

They follow it with hursahs, We heard them

distinetly,

“The Emperor and his staff, a8 well as the Prince

Imperial, are at Longueville, As I write there

pusses a closed earringe escorted by a picket of Hus-

sars in command of a Captain of the Stafl. It con-
tains o Prussian envoy recondneted to his own lines,

Qur officers say that he brought a request for an

armistics, and sdmitted that the Prussian lossea

were congiderable; but he did not tell his errand to
them or to me.”

A PRUSSIAN ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE—A TRAIN
OF HEAVY SIEGE GUNS EN ROUTE TO.FRANCE.
|BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE|

Loxpox, Friday, Ang. 19, 1970,

The special correspondent of Tne TRIBUNE ot Ber-

lin writes on Tuesday (16th) : ** The encounter before

Metz on Sunday was an attack upon the rear-guard

of the French and the repulse of a sortie from the

fortress by troops of the First East Prussian and

Seventh Westphalis army corps. The commanders

of these two army corps—Von Manteuffel and Von

Zastrow—having directed the movements, it is prob-

able that the siege of Metz will begin at once. The

glege-train st Magdeburg has left for France already,
on Baturday last, and other siege artillery is to
fullow it. Strashourg, it is supposed, will be besieged
exclusively by South Germans, chiefly Baden troops.

An early surrender is, however, anticipated after

the earnestness of the sioge shall have been sufti-

ciently shown—not so in the case of Metz.

FRENCH REPORTRS OF THE BATTLE—THE P'RUS-
SIANS ATTACK T00 SOON—GREAT HAVOC
MADE IN THEIR RANKS— AN ARMISTICE
ASKED FOR AND REFUSED.

Paws, Friday, Aug. 19, 1870,

The Figaro to-day gives the following detuils of the
battle on Sunday !

Half of our army, which was about 200,00 strong
wiere passing the Moselle at thnf‘p!um on one bridge,
The Prussisns made & mistake, and sttacked about
an hour too soon. The corps of Gens, Ladmirault and
de Jean were able to face the enemy in about half an
hour from the time the first attack was made, The
Prussians had evidently & plan of the fortitications
of Metz, but which apparently did not contain any
indication of Fort 8t. Quentin, for in trying to avoid

“ort St. Julien they marched directly toward Fort

8t. Quentin, which, when they came within easy

range, opened a very destructive fire on them,

Iu their confusion the Prussians retreated, and

came within range of the guns of Fort St

Julien, which also opened, increasing the loss of the

enemy. The Prussisns then attacked another point

of our position, which was defended by only one

regiment of infantry, and s masked battery of mi-

trailleuses. The latter immediately nneovered, and

made great havoe in the ranks of the Prussisns. The
firing ceased at 7} in the evening, having lasted from

g o'clock, We had about 1,000 killed and perhaps as

many wonnded. The Prussians sent a flag of truce

demanding an armistice for the purpose of burying
the dead.  They admitted a loss of 5,000 killed. The
armistice was refused.  In this battle the First Corps
of the Prussiaus was commanded by Gen. Mantenfiel,
and the Seventh Corpa by Connt  Zastrow.  They
tadd S0,000 infantry, $5,000 cavalry, and %6 goos.
deraes Mg
THE BATTLE OF TUESDAY,

PRUSSIAN REPORTS—A FRUITFUL VICTORY—TWO

THOUSAND PRISONERSE AND SEVEN GUNS CAP-

TUREIM.
BeRLIN, Friday, Aug. 19, 1670,

The Steatsanzeiger of this city has the following de-
tails of Gen. Steinmetz’'s movements: " The General
sneeseded in engaging the enemy while the latter
was retreating from Metz in asoutherly direction,
and obliged him to psuse near Arricark, where, ap-

proaching on  the left bank of the river,
Prince Frederick Charles overtook the French
left on the 16th, The Prince had the
Third Corps, which, althongh it had been

engaged at Ssarbruck and Forbach, instantly at-

tacked the enemy in company with Gen, Stiilpnagel’s

Fifth Division, and maintained its ground against a

guperior foree for wix hours, until the Hanover Corps,

with the Twenty-second and Twenty-fifth Divisions,
arrived on the scene, These six divisions, under

Prince Frederick Charles, repulsed the Third, Fourth,

Second, and Sixth Divisions of the French and the

Imperial Guard, The Prussians took 2,000 prisoners,

two eagles, and seven guns, and constrained the

enemy to  rapid movement from the banks of the

Meuse to the fortified city of Metz.”

FRENCH OFFICIAL DISPATCHES — A VICTORY
CLAIMED—HBRILLIANT CAVALRY CHARGES—
THE FRENCH OCCUPY THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

Paris, Friday, Aug. 19, 1670,
The following news is made publie this morning :
“ GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 18—5 p. m.—In
the encounter of the 16th inst., the corps of Gen. Lad-

mirgult formed the extreme right of the army. A

battalion of the 78d Regiment of the line destroyed

a Prussian regiment of lanocers and took its colors.

There have been many brilliant cavalry charges, in

one of which Gen, LeGrand was killed at the head

of his division. Gen. Montaign is missing. The

Prussian Generals Doering and Wedel were killed,

and Gens, Groonter and Yon Rouch wese wounded,

Prince Albert of Prussin, commanding the cavalry,

was killed. The following moring we wero masters

of the position previonsly pecupied by the enemy.

On the morning of the 17th, several combats with

the rear guard took place neer Gravalotte. The

foree of ihe enemy in the battle of the 16th may be
spproximately estimated at 130,000 men. We have
not yet the exaet figures of our Jonsea,”

The following additional {acts of Tuesday's conflict

have bean received : . .
“A battalion of the 78l French Regiment of the line
lancers, eapturing

destroyed a regiment of German 12
their colors, Tt is reported that Prince Albert, oot~
manding the Prossian envalry, was killed outright,
but this is not confirmed. It is seid that the French
force engaged numbered 150,00, Thero Wan wevere
fighting on the 17th near Gravalotte, The Emperor

battle; you bed vour ewn woy et finst, for we be-

{8 stil] ot Bheims. The grouvud between l_ltu aud

LINE—THE
FRENCH LOS§ HEAVY—A FRENCH SOLDIER'S
ACCOUNT OF THE RECENT ENGAGEMENTS,
Pams, Friday, Ang. 19, 1870,

The following official dispateh from Marshal Ba-
raine has been made public:

VEKDUN, Aug. 17—8 o'clock p. m.—This (Wodnesday)
morning the army of Prinoe Frederick Charles com-
menced s sharp sttack on the right of our position.
The cavalry diviston of Gen, Portun and the Beeond
Corps under Gen. Frossard made a firm resistance, The
divisions of another corps, which were in echelon to the
right and Jeft of Resonyille, oame up successively and
went fnto the actiom, which lssted until mightfull.
The enemy deploysd ecomsiderable forces and made
repeated  efforta to resume  the  offensive,
which were vigorously repulsed. A fresh sorps darmée
endeavored to turnour Jeft.  We have everywhere beld
our positions, and have inflicted heavy losses on the
enemy, Our loss is serfous. Gen. Battallle wsa
wounded. 1In the heat of the action, s regiment of
Uhlans charged on the staff of Bazaine, and 20 of the
Marshal's escort were placed hors de combal The
Captain commanding the escort was killed. At 8 o’clock
the enemy waa driven back along his entire line. It ls
estimated that 120,000 Prussians were engaged.”

The Gaulois says the following particulars have
been communicated by an eye-witness belonging to
a regiment of chasseurs:

“The Emperor Jeft Mets with the advance guard,
Banday last, for Verdun. On that day there was &
bloody and protracted engagement. The Prussian army
was repulsed by our troops, and lost from 16,000 to 18,000
men, Nearly all thelr eannon fell Into our hands. The
guns of Fort Bt. Quentin played an important part
in this battle, and with terrible effect. On
Monday, about 9 o'clock in the morning, » detach-
ment of Chasseurs d'Afrigue win sent to reconnolter the
woods In the pelghborhood of Mars la Tour, They sud-
denly eame upon three regiments of Prussian infantry
and two batteries of artillery, which immedistely opened
fire. Col. Gallfet ordered his men to charge; but at that
moment an order eame from Bazalne to fall back on the
road and protect the passage of the Emperor, and the
Chasseurs returned and encamped & lttle above Jarny.
About 2 in the afternoon the Emperor, who lutended to
gleep &t Conflaus, passsd over the road, golng
in the direction of Verdun, as at Conflaus
several Uhlans had suddenly appeared, and shot over the
rond like s Bash of lightning, Our eannon thundered all
the evening from the direction of Etain, and the roar of
the cannonade was still beard at 8 o'clock a. m. AL about
7 o'eloek 35 Uhlaus passed the leamp and dleappeared in
the woods, all traces of them belng lost,  On Tuesday the
Ewperor arrived at Verduu at noon, and left in & train e
half-past 2. Two Teg ta of ch % had
been  ordered  from  Chdlons to  wateh  the
woods and guard the rallreall track. [The person
who communicates these detalls belonged to this
detachment.] He met the traln bearing the Emperor at
Balnt Menebould. With the Emperor were M. Plétri and
Prince Murst, It was reported that the Prince Fmperial
and Prinee Napoleon also ascompanied him. The train
consisted only of two third-class cars for the passengers,
two for the horses, and three buggage vans. It reached
Rheims In the evening, At Verdun we could hear the
nonnd of the eannensde coming from the direction of Bt
Michel. At Bt. Mepehould it was reported that Bar-le-
Due had been occapled by the Prussians sines 3 p. m,

REPORTS OF THE EMPEROR'S MOVEMENTS,
HE LEAVES VERDUN IN A THIRD-CLASS CAR—
THE ** TRANQUIL INFANT " FATIGUED—NA-
POLEON URGES THE FRENCH OFFICERS TO
IMITATE PRUSSIAN TACTICS.
Panis, Friday, Ang. 19, 1570,

The Figare makes the following report of the
movements and doings of the Emperor ¢

 On Tuesduy, the 16th, the Emperor, who bad not yet
heard of the battle of that day, received the Mayor and
Eub-Prefeet of Verdun, and spoke encouragingly to them.
He was then sceompanied by the Prince Imperial, but
was almost without escort. e weut to the rallway sta-
tion and demanded a traln. The offioers of the road could
furnish only o third-class car, and the Emperor nasared
them that he would be satisfled with that. The Prince
Tperinl seemed to be greatly fatigued. A locotnotive
preceded the train to sec that the road was clear. The
next morning ut daylight the Emperor reached Chidlons."

While at Metz the Emperor issued the following
arder, which was printed and distributed among the
officers:

“The Prusslans begin an actlon by putting forward o
small force, but placing heavy batteries behind them in
good positions, They then form i line of sharpshooters
who, under cover of woods, Keep up & constant fire, and
gradoally gain the flank of their enemy. When the
sharpshooters are well engaged, the Prussians put for-
ward strong bodies of troops, who try to approach as
near the hostile line sa possible unseen.”

Having given these details, the Emperor eoncludes
by directing the officers to imitate the tactics of the

Prussians,
— ————

AN OFFER OF MEDIATION FROM THE POPE
KING WILLIAM'S REPLY—HE DEMANDS GUARAN
TIES FROM FRANCE,

LospoN, Friday, Augnst 19, 1550,
The following is the letter of the Pope to King
William proposing mediation :
Younr Masesty: In the present grave circnm-
stances it may appear an unnsnal thing to receive a
letter from me; but, as the Vicar on Earth of God

and peace, 1 caunot do less than offer my
mediation. It is my desire to witness the
cemation of  warlike preparations, and to

stop the evils, their inevitable consequences,
My mediation is that of & sovereign whose small
dominion excites no jealousy, and who inspires con-
fidence by the moral and religions influence he
personifies.  May God lend an ear to my wishes, and
listen also to those I form for your Majesty, to whom
1 would be nnited in the honds of charity.

(Given at the Vatican, July 22, 1870,

A postecript adds:

“ 1 have written identically to the Emperor.”

The King's reply is as follows :

“Most angust Pontiff: 1 am not surprised, but
profoundly moved, at the toncling words traced by
your hand. They canse the voice of God and of
peace to be heard. How could my heart refuse to
listen to so powerful an appeal. God witnesses that
neither I nor my people desired or provoked war.
Obeying the gacred duties which God imposes on
sovereigus and nations, we take up the sword to de-
fend the independence and honor of our
country, ready to lay it down the moment
those treasures are secure, If your Holi-
ness could offer me from him who o
unexpeetedly declared war assurances of sincerely
pacific dispositions, and guarantees against & gimilar
attempt upon the peace sud tranguility of Earope,
it certainly will not be I who will refuse to receive
them from your venerable hands, nnited as T am
with you in bonds of Christian eharity and sincere
friendship. Witraas”

——

PARIS PREPARED FOR A SIEGE.
THE FORTIFICATIONS COMPLETELY ARMED—IM-
MENEE QUANTITIER OF PROVISIONS STORED
IN THE CITY—ENTHUSIASM OVER THE AL~
LEGED VICTORIES,
Pams, Friday, Aug. 19, 1870,
The Constitutionnel, to-day, publishes an article
stating that Paris is o stronghold. The armed force
is very great. The Admiralty has equipped the forts,
which have been armed completely. Enormous
quantities of provisions have begn stored in the city,
and much more is reaching here daily. Mills bave
lately boen erocted here capable of furnishing more
flour than the resident population conld uvse. Some
of the heaviest dealers in grain have engaged to
furnish all that is needed, without any referenee to
the price, leaviug that matter altogether to the dis-
eretion of the Government. The journals coupli-
ment suek evidences of sineere patriotism.
"There is intéhse excitement and entlyupissm be

Pius,

catwe of the nows of repestod Froneh viclories. The

The Liderté says orders have been given to cut
down the Boia de Boulogne sad Vincennes, and adds
that the population of Paria need not be alarmed, as
this is merely o necessary precaution.
e ——
THE CORPS LEGISLATIF.

WHY GEN. TROCHU WAS MADE GOVERNOR OF
FARIS—(COUNT PALIKAO ON THE RECENT
BATTLES—THE PRUSSIANA CRIPPLED.

Paus, Priday, Ang. 19, 1870,

In the Corps Législatif, last evening, the Count de
Palikao, the Minister of War, took the floor, and, in
response to an inquiry, made an explanation relative
tothe fact of Gen. Trochu being declared Governor
of Paris. The Government regarded it a8 & wise
movement, he said, to confide the defense of the
city of Paris to u person eminently qualified to in-
crease the security of peace in the minds of the cit-
izens. Gen. Trochu will be replaced in the command
of his corps. (The reserves were formerly under his
command.)

The Connt de Palikso then informed the Corpe
that it waa certain the Prossians had suffered severely
in the late engagementa, Their center had been es-
pecially crippled. They had tried to retreat to 8t
Michael, but were not able to effect a junction with
the Prinee Royal. The entire Regiment of White
Cuirassiors, under the command of Couut Von Bis-
marek, waa totally destroyed near Schlettatadt. The
French peasants attacked a detachment of Prussian
dragoons, and made them prisoners. The Count then
dwelt npon the fact that a dispatoh from Brussels,
emanating from a Prussian souree, made no mention
of those French victoriea. The remarks of the Minis-
ter were received enthusinstically by the Deputies.

—————

THE DEFEAT OF MacMAHON.

THE FRENCH UTTERLY OUTGENERALED—MAC-
MAHON ATTACKS LARGELY SUPERIOR NUM-
BERS—DE FAILLY'S CORPS ARRIVES TOO
LATE—A FORTRESS ABANDONED—EXCELLENT
PRUSSIAN WAR MANAGEMENT—ALL GERMANY
“ MARCHING ON.”

{BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNE]
Lonpon, Friday, Aug. 19, 1870,

The special correspondent of Tue Trinose at the
headquarters of the Crown Prines writes on the
12th inst: “ The more we gather of the details of
the battle of Worth, the more clearly does it appear
that there was no mirnele about the aflair—no sud-
den surprise as thongh a new weapon had been dis-
covered. From the villages in the rear of the field
1 gather far more of the French movements than
can be learned from the prisonets or the villagers on
the field itself.

It would seem that the Imperial commanders in
this quarter were altogether ontmanenvered by the
Crown Prince, and that whatever the merits of the
respective small-arms, the tactics of the two armics
will not bear comparison. Bome say even now that
the chassepot is & better rifle than the needle-gnn ;
but be that as it may, the French allowed themselves
to be so placed as to have required no common
amount of fighting to save them at all. First, we
hear of their blind confidence, and of their eries of
‘d Berlin while they were-really in desperate
danger, Then came the news of the surprise at Weis-
senburg, and of the death of Gen. Douay.
Hewas posted in a corner of the French territory,
with & mass of German troops collected on both his
flanks, and waa much further from his supports than
prudence warranted in the face of such an enemy.
It can never be known whether the French com-
mander would have extricated his men with less
loss than they actually sustained had he lived to
direct them, for he fell by one of the first discharges
of artillery.

“Thus was a step gnined by the Germans. They
had gallantly stormed the position at Weissenburg
and had begun to shatter the enemy in detail. Mae-
Mahon and De Failly were now ealled on to act. The
former marched against the Crown Prince with his
whole corps d'armée, and, as was believed among the
French soldiers, expected De Failly to support his
left in case of & check, Here again was the impetu-
ous over-confidence which Frenchmen are apt to
show. The second opportunity of meeting them in
detail was given to the Germans, and a bloody battle
was the result.

“The Prussians and Bavarians together far ont-
nnmbered the corps of MacMahon, We may esti-
mate that the Crown Prince had at least half as
many again of disposable troops on Aug. 6 as his
opponents. I have heard twelve to seven mentioned
as the odds in the fight at Worth, and before MacMa-
bon had been long engaged, he was sending nides-de-
camp to beg help from De Failly. The distance was
not great to Bitche, and the messages must have
arrived in tims to bring the needed help, if only
everything had been in readiness. But hero
again over confidence had prevailed. One French
corps  was destroyed before the other camo
toits support. 1 have heard that on Sunday, the
day following the battle, a large force was about in
the rear of whnra‘liscﬁhhon had fought. People
who saw it tell with wonder of the rush of the
beaten army westward, and the advanee of angry
and almost incredulons troops toward the front. It
was too late to renew the battle, too late to save
the five regiments which lay strewn over the fields
at Worth. The morejdesperate their resistance, the
more they had been slanghtered ; and at the last
there had been asort of panic,

* Frenchmen are bad hands at retreating after a
defeat. It seems certain that the fugitives from
Worth were in great disorder, even when passing
through villages ten miles in the rear. The Corps of
De Failly could only have sacrificed itself uselessly
when once MaeMahon's soldiers had been demoral-
jzed. To have fought a second battle of Werth
wonld have been to play into the hands of the
Crown Prince, who would have liked nothing better
than to engage the whole French army in detail and
beat them consecutively. *He is the better general
who has the larger force present in the nick of time.”

“ France is not properly fortified for a war with
united Germany. These little places which hold a
few hundred men, and did well enough in old times,
are useless against modern artillery. There is, for
instance, an ancient fortress among wood-covered
hills, & quaint, picturesque stronghold of Alsace,
called * La Petite Pierre’ [in the Vosges Mountains,
eight miles N.N.W. of Baverne). Onee it was much
esteemed as a check to an invader coming through
the Vosges, but now it is abandoned without firing a
shot. The black and white colors of Prussia wave
over the citadel, and s quantity of military stores
were captured therein. It was not ready for de-
fense when the Prussians came. The outer and
more important work waa untinished. Therefore La
Petite Pierre was abandoned, to the great relief of
its inhabitants, who had feared destruction, and the
Prussians quietly marched on, Now if & strong fort,
say an iron-clad tower, had heen upon this hill, the
Crown Prinee would have required heavy gnns
against it. 1donot mean to say that any mere fort
by & roadside would hinder the German invasion, bnt
this little fortress of La Potite Pierre, among its
wood-covered hills illustrates two points of the
Frenchmen’s unreadiness—tho fort “wis old-fash-

defense. .
“The movement of troops is Incesant, though no
one is told whither thigy are guing, und with each
flald-phst

ioned and jrkafficient, snd 1t was not equipped for |

PAR, Thursday, Ang. 18, 1990,

Edmond About describes the scenes after the bat-
tle of Warth as follows :

“ Ome sees solid regiments, who proudly retreat,
while afew bad soldiers, disbanded, lost, demoral-
ized, and disarmed, throw themselves desperately
into each by-path. I arrived just in time to stop
three wretched Tureos, mounted on artillery
horses, as they were entering an old quarry
with the hope of making a short cut from the field
Our artillery must have been ronghly used, so many
eaissons pass along the road without guns. But here
come one or two regimentsof theline quite firm, tol-
erably complete in numbers, rifle on shoulder, and
knapsack on back. Behind them Marshal Me-
Mahon, calm, dignified, almost smiling, and fresh
as arose, 1 salatehim as he passes. He responds
without noticing me, One of his sids, M. d’Alzac,
names me. Then the old hero stops, and tells me
quite simply the story of his defeat, thus: ‘I had
only 85,000 men, and I found 150,000 in frout of me.
We have given way before numbers. They
have killed or wounded sbomt 5000 men.
But we shall have our revenge. Explain this to
the public. But where are you going in that diree-
tion? ‘To Baverne,’ I reply. *You will becap-
tured. The Prussians will be there in two hours,”
says the General. ‘I have my wife and children
there,’ ] answer. *God preserve you. Do not fail
to say that the morale of the troops is excellent,”
We shake hands.

“ 1 exchange a few pleasant words with M. d'Alzac,
and I pearch vainly in the ranks of the staff as it
moves on for the laughing and kindly face of M. de
Vogue, officer of ordnance. This fine young
man, full of promise, was killed by a hallet
through the forchead, and Gen. Colson
with & ballet through the heart. Both of
them were struck down by the side of the Marshal,
who was reckless of his life. Last comes a regiment
of Turcos, the most complete and finest of the three
These {fellows have not thrown away their
knapsacks nor their arms. One of the first
comes ont of the runks and clasps me
around the neck. It is Albert Dury, &
fellow journalist, and the excellent fellow begins by
telling me: I have been to your house; it is empty.
All your people are safe but you. I, as you see
am firm na » post. Oh, my poor friends!
What & disaster. We will repair it, though.
He runs off and disappears in the motley crowd of
his comeades. A little further on I saw a civilian
dressed in a short coat of groy velvet, who marches
like an officer between two eompanies of the line.
It is M. Guildran, the artist of the Ilustration, an
old friend of the day before yesterday. He carries his
portefolio across his back, and to-morrow mormng
at Pfazbnrg he will, no doubt, make a sketch of this
shameful retreat.

At the gates of the Baverne the panie stricken are
flyingalong the railway or are hiding in the gardens;
but some good regiments of the line are tramping in
steps through the streets. Their passage, calm and
conrageous, is not over before 11 o'clock ot night.
These last belong to the Fifth Corps. They reached
Reichshoflen too late to give battle. I tind the little
town a prey to & panic really fabulous. Marshal
MacMahon arrived there on Saturday night at 11
o'clock, followed by the remains of his army, and
preceded by 8 swarm of breathless fogitives. In
the twinkling of an eye Baverne saw itself
filled with the First Corps, which the foe
Inckily  believed to have retired upon
Bitche, They messed together whera they could—
those most fortunate, in the houses of their towns-
men; those who had brought away their knapsacks
and camp equipage, under their tents; mapy upon
the pavements and in the fields under heaven's can-
opy. The night was passed in terror. If the enemy
had known how to profit by the opportunity, he
might have made 10,000 or 15000 prisoners at one
blow. The population was only half reassured by
the presence of troops broken down, starved, and
discomfited. Some families got off by the mail train
at midday, the last that went from Strasburg.”

Yesterday (Sunday, the Tth August), at 6 o'clock,
upon 1 know not what false alarm—perhaps only be-
cause three or four scouta of the enemy were an-
nounced on the side of Steinburg—the Duke de
Magenta cansed the “ Generale” to be beaten, and
Saverne thought itself lost, while officers and soldiers
threw themselves pell-mell upon the Pfalzburg road.
Three-fourths of the people went off wildly toward
the neighboring forests. A sad example was set by
the gens darmes and the sargent de ville. The
townsfolk closed their shops and piled up their for-
niture upon carts. Some of the farmers drove their
cattle before them, as in the time of Abrabawm.
There were ineredible acenmulatious, formed both of
men and animals, in the houses of the foresters and
in the ruins of the old  castles.
This morning all is calm in the town; or, to speak
more seenrately, all is dead there. The invasion 18
expected from one moment to another, and no one
dreams of defense against the 150,000 men of the
Prinee Royal. The Mayor invites the bakers and
butehers to reopen their shops. A few devoted men
and some brave women divide themselves between
two ambulaiices, of which one is at the Hospital
and the other st the Asile Imperial. There remain
only 80 wonuded or so. One hundred and sixty have

Wasnnerox, Friday, Aug. 14, 1m0
The !atest romor here in regard to the English Mison
fs that ex-Senator Wade has been tendered the position
of Becretary of the Interior, and that Becretary Cox will
be sent Minister to England.

Mr. Webb of New-York has informed the Post-Offics
Depurtment that he bas decided se & business experi-
ment to send his steamship, the Guiding Btar, on & trip
to Havre on Tuesday next, and offering to earry the U.
8, mafla. The Postmaster-Geuersl bas replied, saying
that he has no suthority to give any subsidy, bui thad
muduhhﬂmdmumdwﬂmu
allowed Mr. Webh for the service. He has bo this end

x| directed the Postmaster at Now-York to make up & let-

tor and newspaper mail for the Guiding Star ou Tuesday.
If the venture is successful, the trips will be regularly

Tt s naserted by the Treasury oficlals that a document
will soon be lssued showing that the expenses for the
your 1871, for the elvil service af the Government, will be
#16,000,000 less than for the previous year.

Monsieur Berthemy, French Minister, has not been cons
fined to his bed by cholees morbus. The French Legstion
are In good Bumor but have no news. Baron Gerolt and
the Prussinn Legation are confident, as usaal, but wake
no new facts public,

Mr. Hurlburd, Controller of the Currency, eomtems
plates to change the entire'printing of the national cur-
rency, owing to the many successful counterfeits that
are gotten out. The recent issues of the ten-doliar snd
twenty-dollar notea are caleulated to deceive experts,
and will prove o great loas to the general publie. New
and lmproved plans of printing-ink, &e., will be conwid-
ered by Mr, Hurlburd,

In the case of & recent seizure by the Government of
tobaceo in Charleston, 8, C., the sum of $34 91 was real”
ized by the sale; of this, #20 went as fres to the stloruey,
#9 75 to the elerks, and §6 to the U, S, Marsbal, leaving 14
cents to the Government.,

[GENERAL PREES DISPATCH)

Returns of the ornsus aré now n-n-lun"m Huperine

tendent’s Office very rapidly. The reporta of the enumer

ation lo nearly the whole of Kausas were recsived to-

::;‘:. aad“ tl;e nmd”u;mmlungd ?‘&- Ban mm mlu';: re-

& expocts by 15t of Beptember ave

cunel the entire enumerstion of Cugl.rnrnh. The re-

mrns from the Southern States are slow in coming 1o
and the marshials complain that some

ulty In expe-
rlenced in ahminlnf information from the colured 'E-a
ple, owlng to ﬂm numbers of m
who live In the interior conntles to give vorrect re-
the questions propounded by the eensus ofs

Already the retarna indicate vast increases in the ,ru
ulation of the cities around New-York. Although New-

York itaelf shows an absolute increase, there 18 propartivn-
similarity to the Inerease noted in Broo 'iyn' or

staly no
many of the eities surronnding it, and in many o
the canter of and

coutlguous to eapital.
Senator Cole is In wwn to-day, and has been in consul-
tion with the Controller of the

t‘nnﬂar.y relative to the
organization of gold banks on the PacHle Coast undes
the new set. Senstor Casserly has recently wrilten

the Controller ou the same gl

VENEZUELA.

b=
SPIRITED COURSE OF A GERMAN WAR-VESSEL—
ABORTIVE ATTEMFT TO BLOCKADE LAGUAYKA
—THREAT TO CONFISCATE GERMAN FROV=

ERTY.

Magacaiso. July 22—A determined courss
has lutely been adopted st Laguayra by Commander E-
Knorr of the North German gunbeat Meteor, in obe-
dlenee to the dictates of the Dipl Lic Corps ab Carscas,
In complinnee with the order of Gien. Hernandes, who 19
st present at the head of affuirs, o the pawme of the Mo-
pagas Government, the ports of Lagnayrs smd Porto
Cabello were recently declared In a state of blocknde,
and the Venezuelan man-of-war Muparari wis ordered
1o crutse near the mouth of these ports, and st all hae-
ards to maintain the blockade, which was rendersd wore
effective by the presence of u Oeet under the commisnd
of Hernandez. At Ty o'clock in the morning of the 16th,
the Maparar!, while ornislog near the entranee o La-
z—mym. sighted & steauwr carrying the Prench colors,
| Rhe instantly fired a gan for the stranger o by W in-
wtend of m"'fnm arder the steaiuer continued on,
wod suovecded muuf into the port of laguayrs.

wed to be one of the French wall oo

of steamers, Viry soon after the Maparar discovered o
steamer coming ot of Laguayrn having & flag of trocs
at her fore-top. This g,m\ed to be the North Germui
nboat Meteor, The hlﬂ'm“ moved forward 1o meet

r, ond when within Lng distance & boat wis low-
ered from the Meteor, and an officer from her come om
bourd the Maparari bearing & note couched in the folluw-

ing terms:
Ox Boarp tax Mermom, uly 18 10
To the Oommander of the Maparari—Sin: | have e bonor to ine
form you that [ have received poaitive omdery from the Inplomatic Corgs 8
Cnracas to rnwrt the vossels of all astions, m their coumuce w0 or sl
tng from this port, with the exeeption of soch vessls as wall under the

Venesuelan fug, and to repel by fures afiy attempt made o prevent ves
seln plyiug between porta of this Republie entenny or leaviag tow oot
thie communication, | beg t myoest you will trisemit the

Yot
have

I maki
akme iy
to favor we with & report of w
the honor to be, ke.,

On reading the extraordinary note of the «
of the Meteor, the officer in conunand of the !
declined committing himeelfto a written reply vutil e
had communie: with lis superior officer, woil ouly
sent to Commupnder Knorr a verbal answer, whi b, how
ever, the German officer declined pccepting, Wt uruivg
to the Meteor, the officer reported the resait of e lo-
terview, snd wias In consequence umedintely dispitchod
with the fullowing note :

O Boanp rue Sreawres Merwon, Joly 16 170,

Th the Commander of the Maparari—8in; As rou base roslied vl
te take inte connidvration the setion of the INplumatic Corpe nal brean
to yoi in wy note of today, [ bereby declare yuar Yessel atianbed ad
drmand thsd you lower yons fag mt{m gve minntes fom reeripd brivel,
wthersise [ aball ake your vessel by furce,

E Kxonn, Cemmamder,

In reply to this the Commander of the Maparar sl
that be would (mmediately proceed and roport to Lis
chief the action of the Commander of the North German
steamer, but he positively refused to lower Misflag, say iug
“thint the Maparari nlnuh{bwunk with all on bowrd befure
aueh n dasturdly set shoald be conuuitted.” This answer
was sonveyed to the Moteor, who unmediately steamed
within gunsbot of the Maparuri, and hauling down the
\ White flag uade all pre tion to attack ber. Tbe Come-

mander of the !upuﬁ:u sent o boat with an officer
to the Meteor demandiog further explanations. The
answer of Communder Knorr was perctuptory, that the
Mapararl should leave these waters lmunediately, wid
that any vessel found blockuding that port would be sunk
by him, He stated further, that the Interests of the
torelgners st Lagusyra were sufforing sorvl nn the ¢x-
Iating disturbances, and his orders from the Diplomaiic
Cu wire ittve to break up any atlempted

ke, ith this intelligence the Muaparsri
immediately beft to report to tGen. Hernandez, who st
once dis hed his Secretary, Dr. Hawon, Montdis
Foanes, Col, Pedro Espenal,-sud C. Humille, & Germau,
to Laguas with instructions to protest aguinst sach
setion on fhe part of the Diplomatic Corps, and to repre
sent to the Commander of the Meteor that if the Come
mander of the Meteor porsisted in the course he bl (o
dicated, be, Gen, Herpandez, sfould feel it incumbent ou
him to confscate all the property of the Germans within
his jurisdietion to lndemnify his Governmant for the cow
wequence of the setions of the Commander of the Mook
in upposing his c@orts to suppress the rebellion,

THE LABOR CONGEESS.
Cixcrsyary, Aug. 18—=The Labor Congress
met at ¥ o'clock this morning.  Resolutions declaring i)
to be the duty of the Government to protect every brancl

commanders of vessels salling nmder roer fag. e
bistever resolalion _fuxu Ay oo Lo,
somk,

been sent on to Ssarburg. Almost all the Zonaves
and Turcos made their escape last night, fearing to
be murdered by the Prussians. How they have
been able to drag themselves as far ss Plalzburg,
being in such & state aa they were in, I scarcely
know, They must have stolen horses and carriages.
Mine was recovered this morning, at 6 o'clock, per-
fectly sound, from half-a-dozen stragglers, who had
replaced the tracea with tarbans unrolled.

e ————

AID FOR THE EXPELLED GERMANS.
HUMANE ACTION OF THE SBWISS GOVERNMENT,
Paus, Foiday, Aung. 19, 1670,

The Germans of the Northern Btates of the Confed-
eration, who have been expelled from France, will
go to Belgium, and those of the Southern States to
Switzerlund. The Federal Council of the latter
country has ordered that German-speaking Commis-
sarics shall be stationed at Genevs, Verriers, aud
Neufchatel in order to nasist the Germans arriving
there without means. The Governmeut of the Ger-
man States promises to refund to Switzerland all
cxpenses incurred in the relief of the refugees. Ger-
mans who ean procure Freuch citizens as wuretios
are permitted to leave thelr wives and children in
France.
¢ ———
_ ANOTHER BECRET TREATY.

" PROPOSALE FROM NAFOLEON TO AUSTRIA.
w1 e LoXDON, Priday, Aug. 19, 1570,

| propositions made ot Salzburg in 1867 by Napoleon

Fourth Page.

{ wotunt Von Beust, Austriar, Prime Mivister.  The o
e ] S e T T

P

of honest Industry p | by its eitisens, and thet sl
dutles oo ship-bullding materisls shoald be removed. A
reaolution reeommending all orgunizations of protective
sasociations to adopt the Eight-Hour rmle wes also re
ferred. The fourth and Afth resolutivos of the platform
were adopted.  An amendment to the slxth resolution
that “the accumulated wealth of the flstion, which is the
result of labor,slready performed, shonld be taxed on s

unted basls, s0 as to make the burdeo of taxation

heaviest upon those who have secured to themselves
o L o T

r, n, Wik

way fuvored the mntr,u lllgehn that It expressed

the views of the working women, who “are always at
the very bottom of the pyramid of that rests
the clusses”  Pendiug he

At the afternoon sossion Mr, Cohin’s substitute for the
slxth resolution was lost and the &Hﬁnﬂ rewolution
adopted. This resolution declares the burden of
ta should rest equally on all classes Rnd interests,
and that the exemption of Gov bonds frou taxa-
tion wis a violstion i"“ nel f blie revenuo
e Pt ¢ e ‘::F[l"nf:“

whonld modify the tariff so as & admit
for the reven®e o articies of
rien of life, and levy duties g+ e By e

m.!ng‘..aud on such
n and aftor discussion was, adopiey.
4 Adeprecating tho 1 of publia
e At e e, O Shelr #alo o \ndfbidials, aud i
free of cosh in qualtitics not ex-
acres to sctunl settlers, was mEen up; buk
discussion the Congress (00K & Becesy,

A S A
DESTRUCTIVE BTORM IN INDIANA.

EVANSVILLE, Ind., Aug. 19.—This ‘afternoon

slbuut 3 o'clock & storm of wind and raln, accom panind

with lightuing iy, The

i

prevatied in this vieinity e

steephs of the Trinity Lotheran Chureh was blown down,

a.ﬁblh“"-mgm ool and side walls,
qA % to the amount of

e T R

?q:."ud hm steeple of the Wailuntst. Cnurvh

sruck, ¥ Trev Wwere Livwa
wo, at whart wev weng greuuded.
tl-d-t: Towushlp 4 Laru thn pia

nad bl wed
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